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depiction of the Vietnamese in the first major portrayals of the Vietnam War. The expectation of a failure at the
box office was probably even more decisive. The Viethnamese point of view was at first almost completely
ignored. The representation of the Vietnamese was mostly reduced to the fulfilment of merely functional
purposes. In films like Apocalypse Now and The Deer Hunter they are either victimized or demonized, while in
Hamburger Hill they may be promoted to the role of formidable enemies but are otherwise left in the dark.
There is no discernible effort made in these films to take a closer look at either the Vietnamese or at their
country. This changes with Barry Levinson s Good Morning Vietnam and Oliver Stone s Heaven and Earth. While
the former is based on the experiences of an American in Vietnam, the latter builds upon two autobiographical
books by a Vietnamese woman, Le Ly Hayslip. Thus, whereas in Levinson s film Vietnamese people form an
integral part for the experiences of the American protagonist, Oliver Stone constructs his entire narrative
around the life and character of his Vietnamese protagonist Le Ly Hayslip. Eventually therefore, both films
convey representations of a culture that the American target audience is not familiar with. This paper strives
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