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Wordtech Communications, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 224 x 147 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The edgy poems of Mary-Sherman Willis GRAFFITI
CALCULUS engage the daily calculus of the urban scene with deep intelligence and grace. Compulsively
readable, beautifully achieved, GRAFFITI CALCULUS follows the marks on time s walls--notches on a doorway as
a boy outgrows a mother s reach, the tags of a son on mapless streetscapes, kilroy whose face marks the trail
of empire s expendable sons, a Paleolithic Boy who faces his beast with a line drawn on the cave wall--Mary-
Sherman Willis has given us a brilliant, heretofore unwritten saga of mythic scope--the mother s journey--even
to the underworld--in search of her son. --Eleanor Wilner No matter what we name our children, they will seek
their own identities. They will create for themselves an identity that goes with their name, even if it means
changing that name, even if it means changing themselves physically and spiritually. All of us have taken part
in this rite of passage. If we are parents, however, we are still baAled by the willfulness of our children as they
alter, figuratively and sometimes even literally, who they are. Mary-Sherman Willis has written a marvelous
poem that charts this necessary process from the dawn of human creativity to the volatile and uncertain
present in which a name spray-painted on a wall marks the latest sign of an ongoing evolution. We may never
know the end of the evolution of human identity, but her poem catches the ongoing urgency of the need to be
recognized for oneself alone. --Mark Jarman An old saying advises, If you dine with the devil, bring a long
spoon. In Mary-Sherman Willis s GRAFFITI CALCULUS, the long spoon is the mind...
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