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Commodores Hat and His Majesty involves a unique perspective of Japan through the eyes of an American who
captains the shoguns flagship. The timeline is set amongst the backdrop of violent political change, spanning
from the Perrys expedition to the downfall of the shogun. The writing brings to life picturesque landscapes
along with Japans seemingly alien manners and culture of that period. The book is intended to impact
audiences with a historical glimpse into Japanese culture interwoven with violence, romance and friendship.
Former Korean Primer Minister wrote the introduction to the book because he had first-hand negotiations with
Japan to normalize the relations between the two countries. The captain of whaling ship returns to New
Bedford with a Japanese castaway, Manjiro. His young son, Nelson learns his language, develops a pointed
interest in visiting Japan. Seven years pass; Manjiro returns to Japan when Commodore Perrys fleet arrives. His
language skills make him useful in the treaty negotiations and Japan opens its doors to the world. The shogun
government sends Manjiro to America as an interpreter for the delegation to ratify the treaty. Nelson is now the
second mate on a luxury liner, and engaged to marry his childhood sweetheart, Violet. But she marries a British
diplomat. Heartbroken, Nelson quits his job and boards his fathers whaling ship. On a stop in Honolulu, Nelson
is reunited with Manjiro. He introduces Nelson to the captain of the Kanrin-maru. He invites Nelson to teach at
the naval academy in Edo. When Nelson arrives in Japan, the shogunate refuses him to teach in the capital.
Instead, they appoint him the captain of the Kanrin-maru. Nelson accompanies the new American ambassador
to have an audience with the shogun. After the...
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