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Committee on Naval A<airs, H. R. In Relation to Contract Made by Secretary of the Navy The Committee on
Naval A<airs, to whom was referred so much of the annual report of the Secretary of the Navy as relates to a(C
conditional contract made by him for the purpose of securing a supply of coal for the use of the navy, and
other privileges in the Republic of New Granada, report as follows: That on the 21 st day of May, 1859, Hon.
Isaac Toucey, Secretary of the Navy, entered into a contract with the Chiriqui Improvement Company for the
supply of coal for the use of the United States steam vessels-of-war attached to the Gulf and Pacific squadrons,
and for naval depots in the same latitude, opposite each to the other, upon the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.
Assuming the policy of this contract in other particulars, the first question which presents itself for
determination is one of title. Had Mr. Thompson a clear and indisputable title to the possessions, rights, and
privileges claimed by him and his associates in the province of Chiriqui and Republic of New Granada? The
original grants in the Spanish language, with their translations, were laid before your committee, with the
certificate of the New Granadian minister to the United States-to the authenticity of the same, and that they
were all proper, legal, and binding instruments, according to the laws of New Granada. The opinion of the
Attorney General of the United States has also been pronounced in support of the legal soundness of the rights
of the Improvement Company,...
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