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order to collect a private claim and in 1892 we threatened Chili
with war to secure an apology for an injury. No European
power interfered at any time to protect the weaker state. In
1894 the authorities at Bluefields, Nicaragua, insulted the
British consul there and a mob destroyed the consulate. Great
Britain demanded an indemnity of theNicaraguan government
and proposed, in default of payment, to take possession of the
port of Corinto and collect the duties there until the amount
claimed was realized. Immediately the American press raised
the cry of Monroe Doctrine and in effect denied the right of
Great Britain to resort to the same measures of redress in her
intercourse with independent states which we had many times
employed in similar cases. We might have said as Lord
Palmerston did of the Greytown bombardment that we did not
think the punishment...
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