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indexed. Not illustrated. 1877 Excerpt: . The writings of the afterwards illustrious Howard give us vivid pen-
pictures of the scenes. The pencil of Hogarth has left us actual delineations of them. The English merchant,
unfortunate in his business, was often suddenly plunged from a sphere of affluence and usefulness, to the
dreadful dens called prisons, there to herd with the ignorant and vile in hopeless poverty and degradation.
Oglethorpe stood before one of these men who had been a distinguished alderman, in London, when he was a
boy, and had been highly esteemed for his many virtues and practical benevolence. He had also been a
merchant prince, but had been ruined by great losses. His creditors sent him to prison. In an instant he was
compelled to exchange a happy home and delightful society for a loathsome prison cell and the company of
the debased. One ny one his friends, who could aid him in keeping famine from his wretched abode,
disappeared, and he was forgotten by the outside world. Twentythree years he had been in jail. Gray-headed,
haggard, ragged and perishing with hunger, he lay upon a heap of filthy straw in a dark, damp, unventilated
room. His devoted wife, who had shared his misery eighteen years, had just starved to death, and lay in rags by
his side, silent and cold. An hour before he had begged his jailor, with outstretched arms of supplication, Chap.
X. DEBTORS PRISONS IN ENGLAND. to remove her body to the prison burying-ground. The...
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